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Living Hell 2 



The events of the day overwhelmed him at this point that Matt started to long for his 
wife.  He wanted so much to speak to her and tell her all that had happened in the day.  It 
became more important to him than ever that he heard her voice and felt her loving touch. 
 
As he headed home, he seriously thought of the ways in which he could provide for his 
wife and children and give them a better life.  This time, the strength of his love for them 
urged him to quit feeling sorry for himself and start formulating solutions in his head.  He 
decided that from this moment forth, he would be a man who persevered through this 
adversity, faced up to his responsibility and strive for the better life ahead. 
 
Matt would have never imagined himself as a cleaner in a high school.  However, as 
things turned out, this was part of his new life in the land of Australia, the place that he 
and his family now call their home. 
 
Even now as he sweeps the floor of the high school classrooms, he often thinks about the 
very day that changed his life and quietly smiles to himself.   Though that day had 
brought him much despair, it had also blessed him with many valuable lessons in life.  
 
For one, he realized how lucky he was to have such a loving family who constantly 
supported him in his time of need.  When his wife had heard about his job loss, she 
hadn’t judged him or berated him but rather stayed by his side, listened and comforted 
him.  Their great partnership shone through as they worked together to form a plan for 
their future and rode the ups and downs of everything that happened after as one united 
team. 
 
After much planning and reorganization in their lives, the whole family achieved their 
goal of living in Australia.  They found a simple but lovely home to live in.  His wife had 
made fast friends with many from the community and felt at home in the new land.  His 
children too had eventually settled and were happy in their new environment. 
 
Matt himself had also progressed with his aim of becoming a lawyer.  He enrolled 
himself in one of the top universities in the country, worked hard, and had performed 
well in his studies.  His study situation had gone according to plan.  However, he was 
aware that bigger challenges faced him in his entry into the real legal professional world.  
It was going to test his endurance and persistence to its limits and he would require much 
will to overcome them. 
 
In his search for a job in the legal firms, competition was strife.  The supply of the legally 
educated far outnumbered the demand for their service in private practice.  Matt handed 
out many job applications only to be rejected or not responded to.   
 
It was only after months and months of searching that finally, Matt had learnt of 
opportunities for law students to conduct volunteer legal work.  Eager to grab the chance 
to acquire the practical legal skills he needed, Matt offered to work there during his free 
time outside of university hours.  He was adamant to use this opportunity to develop 



these skills into useful services for the public and if this was what it took, he would 
gladly take it with no regrets. 
 
Lucky for him, the manager of the legal centre took an interest in his abilities and asked 
him in for an interview.  To Matt, this was a positive outcome from the long and tedious 
job application process.  However, the interview itself became a huge stumbling block to 
overcome. 
 
“You will never get a job in private practice!” said the Manager of the legal centre. 
 
Boy, did that shock Matt’s senses as he heard those words from the Manager.  In that 
interview itself, he was cut to bits and pieces by the Manager as the Manager tore through 
Matt’s flaws as he saw it and made him feel like the smallest person on the earth. 
 
Matt had said that though the interview was difficult, he made himself think about the 
bigger picture.  He focused on his goal of the better life he could provide for his wife and 
his children and the many others he could help with his legal skills, remained calm and 
took everything in his stride.   
 
Who would have thought?  Just when he was starting to feel as though even the volunteer 
opportunity was going down the drain, the strangest thing happened and the manager of 
the legal centre stretched out his hand and welcomed him aboard. 
 
This completely surprised him and it took him awhile to register that he had finally been 
offered the chance to make a start in the professional legal world.  He was so thrilled 
when the news began to sink in and he felt like a champion for having accomplished one 
of the greatest feats of his career. 
 
Today, 13 months after much dedicated service as a legal volunteer, Matt has established 
his name within the community legal network.  He has made many important contacts in 
his sphere of work and his future in the legal industry appears more promising than ever. 
 
He still works as a cleaner in the high schools to support his wife and two children.  
However, Matt tells me that he is grateful for the opportunity for becoming a much better 
man because of all the trials and tribulations that has come his way.  He feels fortunate to 
have such a loving and supportive family beside him and he promises to make a success 
as a lawyer for himself and for them so that they can all live a better life ahead! 
   
May you find the perseverance and endurance that Matt has found in his life and may 
your dreams be fulfilled as he had his.   
 
"Failure is a trickster with a keen sense of irony and cunning.  It takes great delight 
in tripping one up when success is almost within reach." 
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