By: Duong Jal
“I'm sorry, but unfortunately we will have no choic e but to let you go.”

Matt was shattered when his boss had broken the new s to him. After 18 years of dedicated service
to the firm, one would have thought that he of all people would be safe from being laid off. But no,
even he was not spared.

As the boss finished what he had had to say, Matt h eld his head high, thanked his boss for all the
opportunities that had been given to him, and left the company. It was all he was able to do for
himself, the only way he knew how to save whatever was left of his dignity in the precarious
situation that he was placed in.

He left the office that day with self-doubt eating into him. At 40 years of age, it was frightening t
have to think of finding another job all over again . Questions thundered in his head, forcing him to
think when thinking was the one thing he couldn’'t b ring himself to do in his deepened state of
despair.

“How do | break the news to my family? How do | te Il my beautiful wife and two precious children
that I've lost the means to support them? How am | going to find another job in this recession?
What do | do now?!?1?21?121212”

The pressure was mounting and it did much to crush him from its weight. Thinking that he had let

his whole family down, Matt felt so ashamed. He di  dn’t know how he was ever going to face the
world again. For the first time in his life, he fe It utterly lost and alone.

Mentally stuck in the living hell that consumed his life, Matt walked and walked for miles, not
knowing where he was heading. It was only until he knocked into a metal signboard that he finally
woke up from his trance.



“Astrology reading”, the signboard said in large, b old red letters.

For some reason, Matt took this sign as acallto g ive the reading a go. To him, it represented hope
in finding some direction at this difficult time of his life. Instinctively, he felt that this was a chance
he had to take, a chance that would lead himtoab  etter place than he was now.

He made his decision to take the reading and walked into the astrologer’s office. As he walked in, a
little nervous crept into his body from what was to come. Then, as he saw the astrologer, the
nervousness turned into curiousity.

“Hello! It's nice to meet you! Come in and have a seat!” a man in simple shirt and jeans smiled as he
greeted Matt.

Matt wondered what powers this man could possibly h ave that would rescue him from his misery.
However, relieved just to see someone give him such a warm welcome allayed his doubts and Matt
sat down to begin his reading.

After he had provided his birth details to the astr ologer, the astrologer set out his chart, had aloo  k
atit. Then the astrologer closed his eyes and pro  ceeded to go deep into thought.

When he opened his eyes, the astrologer said, “l se e that you have just lost your job.”
Matt was stunned as the astrologer said this for he had hit the nail right on the head.
“Yes.” Matt said. “I came here hoping that | could find some direction as to what | should do now.”

To this, the astrologer began to write a few combin  ations of letters and numbers on a piece of paper.
It looked like astrological algebra of some sort an d Matt held out for the hope that it could possibly
save him from his situation.

As the astrologer finished making his notes, he had this to tell Matt:

“You have lost this job but in time you will find a n even better one. How soon it happens is
ultimately dependent upon you. You will be faced w  ith many great changes in finding this next job.

This may even mean a move to a foreign land. There are opportunities awaiting you overseas.
However, you will have to work hard to get it.”

Matt contemplated this for a while and said, “But w hat about my family? What are they to do?”

“You will have to uproot and build a new foundation for your family overseas. Bear in mind that
there will be ups and downs for all of you during t his time. However, if you all pull through, it wil |
strengthen your relationships and a better future w ill be built for the whole family.”

Just then, Matt thought of his elder sister who had moved to Australia two years back and
considered moving over there to be with her. Perha  ps he could begin a new life, in a new place and
be with his sister who he had missed so dearly the past couple of years. It seemed like a prospect
worth looking into.

Matt began to feel much better as he left the consu Itation with that thought. He began to think about
all the other things he could do as he got to Austr alia. Maybe pursue a career as a lawyer? After al |
he had completed a law degree a few years back. Th is may just be the chance for him to use it!

Excited from all the possibilities Matt headed back home for some serious talk about their lives
ahead....... (to be continued)....
For a peak into the next section, heres a preview ( ....Matt would have never seen himself as a

cleaner in a high school.....)
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