| still remember the smiles in the
eyes of my daughter and wife
when | agreed to go for a mini-
outing with them the very next
day.

As per wusual, I was on my
computer, answering my emails
and keeping updated of the world
news. My daughter came into my
bedroom and asked us if we would
like to take a train ride and visit
Mandurah. After agreeing, my wife
and daughter eagerly left the
bedroom, and | decided to pull out
my chart, just to see what the day
would bring. Venus was shining
her love in the 4™ House, and | knew that tomorrow would be a great day for a
social outing with my family, and we were going to have a wonderful time. It was
a good thing that | could clear most of my work today, and secretly excited, |
myself got up to charge my camera battery. | hoped that this outing would further
inspire me.

The next morning, | woke up alone in my bed, but the aroma whiffing from
downstairs did not escape me. My lovely wife had made us sandwiches and little
pastries, and even prepared fresh coffee for our outing. All packed and ready to
go, we got on the bus which brought us to the train station.

We traveled in comfort as the train chugged down south. As we arrived in
Mandurah, we hopped on board a free bus service, where a pleasant driver
greeted us. He thanked us for choosing him to chauffer us, and drove us to the
heart of town. Old memories of Singapore in the 50s flooded my mind, and |
thought about the now current Esplanade situated at the seafront. Once upon a
time, people went fishing and walked about the water edge. The Merlion was yet
to be constructed, and everyone played idly along the peaceful banks of the river.
Such feelings in me were happy and relaxed, and | enjoyed the view as my mind
moved from past to present.

We watched some kids playing softball and even dig sand. Some played upon
the swings and other contraptions made for kids. It was lovely that there wasn’t
much of a crowd that afternoon, probably because it was a weekday. | had an



inside joke to myself as | walked around the shopping area of Mandurah. “If
you've been to one shopping centre in Australia, you’'ve practically been to all!”
Someone once told me, and | had to admit that somehow, it rang true.
Nevertheless, | was truly enjoying
myself.

After more walking around the
duplicated buildings and taking
snapshots of well-crafted sculptures,
we headed back to the bus stop for
our ride back to the train station. Our
ride back was equally comfortable,
and as we waited at the station, the
announcer was pleased to inform all
commuters that the next train would
be stopping at every station. In the
spur of the moment, we decided to
head to Rockingham, just because the
day was still there to be spent.

This time, while we were waiting for
the bus at Rockingham, we realized
that for the same service that was
made available in Mandurah for free,
we had to actually pay a small amount
for the transport this time at
Rockingham. On the bus ride with us were a bunch of jovial Italian ladies who
jam-packed the mini bus. Every time the bus made a turn, one of them would
make a joke in their own tongue, and all would burst into heavy laughter. It got to
a point that | was smiling uncontrollably, for their happiness spread like wildfire to
everyone on board.

Again, it was a lovely sight. Another tranquil seafront with a cosy shopping mall.
There was a particular structure that took my breathe away; a building with its
roof blown away by some strong winds.

A thought inspired me to write this entry, and this is my purpose. | find that these
two towns are places to note because of the serenity that it provides to people in
those areas. In given time, it can flourish into an up and coming town that caters
to the needs of tourists. The pulse of investment will definitely pay off, ten to
twenty years down the road. | am sure that anyone who ventures to these two
areas find peace in their hearts, especially during a time where peace and
tranquility is so highly sought after. 1 do hope that my children will brave
themselves to venture in these places of the future, while it is still going
affordable for now.
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