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In our increasingly accessible and 
advancing society, it is no wonder that 
mixed marriages are becoming 
increasingly common. Children being 
sent overseas for further studies might 
find a partner at the end of their learning 
cycle. Travelers wandering to foreign 
plains may pick up a mate, relationship 
and that could eventuate into a marriage 
partnership. Countries ranging from 
China to India to the Western 
Hemisphere are regions that such 
marriages due to their thriving trade and 
business relationships, as their people 
embark on their lifelong quest to 
enhance their learning process over 
distant shores.  
 

Because of this new life concept, I find 
myself faced with a group of new 
clients whom find themselves faced 

with their children’s choices of cross cultural life partners. This new trend disturbs them 
immensely, for they were brought up with the old mindset that everything and everyone have 
their own place in society. If you belonged to one faith, then stick to it. If you came from one 
country, make your home and pick your partner from there. Such a notion has caused many 
nightmarish disturbances to parents over their children’s relationships. Why, I say the parents in 
topic are more concerned over the differences in culture and race compared to the children in 
question! It is hard to keep count of the numerous occasions that I have had to tell such parents, 
given that they have their children’s interest at heart, not to meddle in the affairs of their children. 
Going against your children’s wishes will further lend cause for them to take things into their own 
hands and driving them further away from their own families. Such a development will certainly 
cause a great upset to the family framework and structure. 
 

There was one family who grew concerned over the fact that they were from a certain religious 
group while the other party was of another. I alluded them to the fact that instead of debating on 
which God is superior, to give thanks that they were people of good faith. It is erroneous to judge 
the faith and beliefs of others, as such thinking cannot possibly bring about a happy generation 
into the future. There must be the willingness to embrace the differences of others and give the 
children of the future some leeway in which to make their own independent choices. Granted that 
some faiths might have stringent rules about options, children will need to sit down with their 
families and discuss whether this is the direction in which they foresee their future, and whether 
this is a case of “love riding through it all”? It is definitely not an easy decision to make, but it is 
a decision that must be made. We, as humans, might not get what we want but at least we can 
stand for what we believe in (if that is what we want to do). 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Another mother who faced the issue discussed came to me like a wounded animal, howling in 
such pain and agony. “He has let me down! He went against every principle and belief that we 
have brought him up to nourish and understand, to better his person!” Initially, I wondered what 
great crime her son had committed until she had given me his chart and further details of his 
seeming “betrayal” to her. It was obvious that this mother was steadfast about her way being the 
ONLY way, the right way and such a mindset led to the deterioration of senses so much so that 
should anyone offer an alternate way of thinking, she would cast that person as a immoral soul 
and cast them out of her house. In short, she refused to stand to reason. It even made me break a 
sweat, wondering how I could inject some understanding to this obstinate mother, who was 
blinded by her own thoughts. 
 
Finally, I found the right moment (when she paused to breath in between her war cries) to pop 
this question across to her. “Would you prefer it if your son severed all ties with the family just 
because both sides cannot see eye to eye over this issue?” Muted by this question, she tried to 
avert her gaze and contemplate a rebuttal but I refused to grant her that opening. “If he fails to 
please you, will it satisfy both sides for him to end the issue with his suicide? Would his death 
fulfill the criteria for pacifying you?” Her renewed surge of distress transformed into yet another 
loud sobbing cry, which frightened the heck out of me! Yet, as a person she came to in good faith, 
I needed to be real with her, and explain to her the point of such discussions. Although what I say 
might not be the result of things, it is necessary for me to vocalize them so that she will have a 
better appreciation of the situation at different angles rather than settling on her way as the ONLY 
way. 
 
I managed to rest at ease two months after our consultation session, knowing that I would not 
have to endure such trauma to my eardrums as I held in my hand an invitation to her son’s 
wedding. I was pleased that she managed to soul search what was important and found a way to 
accept her son’s choice of wife, making them happier in the process. It is not an issue of right and 
wrong, it is merely a case of having the elders step aside so that the youths of today can move on 
with their lives to make their own choices and take on their fair share of responsibilities. So if 
your child comes to you with such a situation, and you feel the words “what is wrong with you?!” 
ready to roll off your tongue… Believe you me, there is no wrong. It is only a matter of a child 
coming to you for your understanding and blessing, not for your approval. Unless you give them 
that, you are the stirrer and troublemaker in the issue, and no matter how you justify it, bad blood 
means bad problems for the future. In this case, maybe it be best for us to learn to give in so that 
we are able to get more out of life and the future.   
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