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The 6th house rules the working class of 
maids and similar professions. The 11th 
house relates to group activities, and 
maids who have their 6th house planet in 
the 11th house are more likely to be the ones to follow group instincts. The maids 
with the 6th house planet in the 1st usually find their lives come to a full circle and 
eventually make success through their experience from hardship, becoming leaders 
of tomorrow’s society. They are the ones who upgrade their skills and show signs of 
independently doing their thing. If the 6th house planet is in the 9th, these maids are 
eager in mastering new skills (such as languages) and become proficient through 
much practice and dedication. 
 
I remember the past when we employed two maids to attend to our young children 
and assist with the home duties to make sure that all things were in order. They 
would usually wake up at 6 am to have their breakfast. By 7.30 am, they would start 
dusting the furniture and vacuuming the floor and sorting the laundry. They would 
do the washing and cleaning and were extremely efficient to their routine. Over the 
course of our children’s maturation, we had these maids coming from Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia and the Philippine. Some treated us like family and others prefer to 
distance themselves due to their professionalism. 
 
Life would have been very difficult; especially when you have a handful of little 
children who needed all the attention they can get 24/7. These maids were god-sent, 
earning their worth through sheer tireless effort as stipulated in their two-year 
contract. Often, these maids were sent out of their poor village and were akin to 
hard work. The promise of a better life was waved before them, and they believed 
that hard work would take them to fulfill that prom ise. They wanted to become the 
success stories often told to them by their predecessors, and were willing to sacrifice 
to obtain that glory.  
 
In order to enlist the aid of maids, the procedure was to pay the agents a fee to have 
these workers carry out their duties in the most efficient of manner. In most cases, 
we find that language posed as a cultural barrier. The newly employed maids often 
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have to accustom themselves to different life styles, which takes months of adjusting 
and most of all these maids are often home sick and longing to be back with their 
own within a matter of months. Each time a letter come from their family, they 
falter in their contractual duties and mood swings become the order of the day. 
Some even go to great lengths to create tension with their employers in the hopes of 
dissolving their contracts, while others will go into hurting silence. Like all 
individuals, each maid has their own way to cope with the trying circumstances. 
 
The Philippine movie “Änak” is poignant depiction of a maid’s life. It is hardly 
thinkable to be taken away at so young and tender age to tend to work 
responsibilities. Some will even falsify their ages to get work and tough it out to 
foreign shores so that they can help their loved ones back home by sending money 
back home that will help ease their sufferings. Often, they find themselves short 
changed by the very people who send them out for employment, leaving them little 
to go on to support themselves, let alone their entire family back home.  
 
Through the hardships, these maids do benefit by learning the language of the land 
they embark on and learn to interact with the new community they live in. They add 
to their already long list of talents, such as cooking and cleaning. Time and 
experience with the new people they met in the course of their employment provides 
them the opportunity to hone these new skills. In lieu of their earned income, they 
appreciate the value of the money they struggle to achieve through menial tasks. 
The employer might believe that the maid’s value only lies in her ability to do the 
domestic tidying, but in reality, the maid is a person who struggles to survive in an 
alien surrounding by overcoming insurmountable odds and still managing to 
provide for their families back home. 
 
I find that people who get it tough during their youth usually make it good as it 
builds their character and teaches them to weather the storms of time. They become 
more resilient and more driven to achieve the better things in life. They have a sense 
of good judgment for they know the alternative is just unthinkable and slowly but 
surely, they do improve their savings and status. Sure, there will always be some 
who will let their heart rule their head and let others ruin their lives. However, the 
smart ones usually learn the best way to overcome all obstacles and fight hard to 
achieve the tangible benefits. 
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